Endometriosis and the infertile patient.
Approximately one-third of all patients who suffer from endometriosis may not be able to conceive. More than 10% of infertile patients have endometriosis as the causative factor of their infertility. The stressful effect of infertility on the couple's life may be devastating. The infertility and endocrinology nurse may play a major role in alleviating the painful experience of such unfortunate patients. The pathogenesis, pathophysiology, diagnosis, and therapy of endometriosis are described. The important role of the nurse in the management of patients with endometriosis is emphasized.